THE MIDDLE YEARS
he wanted I thought that he must be some journalist
in need of help, and I was calculating in my head
how much I could manage to give him. But it
turned out that he was Mr. Crane, a Chicago manu-
facturer. He had a business house in Russia too,
and had been there and become interested in Slav
questions. He had founded a fund for Slavonic
studies at Chicago University, and came to invite
me to lecture there! I delivered a course of ten
or twenty lectures in Chicago, on Dostoyevski,
Kiryeyevski, and our own problems; and besides
that I travelled about and spoke to our fellow
countrymen over there. Crane was an acquaintance
of Professor Wilson, and his son was War Minister
during Wilson's presidency, and helped us a great
deal during the war. In 1907 I went to America
again, during the Boston Congress of free religious
workers, and lectured there. I lectured to Czech
gatherings, too, on that visit, in particular to the
Society of Freethinkers in Chicago, who published
some of my lectures in book form.
I went once or twice to England too, during
these years. While I was at the Anti-Alcoholic
Congress in Vienna I made an extempore speech
which some English people there liked, so that I
got to know a number of professors and journalists.
Later I went to England with my daughter Alice,
and we visited Elizabeth Blackwell, a remarkable